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In part, MCGG is sustained by the hope that perseverance can eventually succeed.  The hope is as 

recorded by American Rebecca Solnit in the Guardian Weekly of 7 April 2017.  The predecessor 

article is on the internet at: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/mar/13/protest-persist-hope-trump-activism-anti-

nuclear-movement 

 

The example of American Daniel Ellsberg provides an explanation.  Ellsberg’s lightbulb moment came 

when attending a war resisters’ conference in 1969.  A draft resister there said he was excited that 

he would soon join his friends in prison.  Ellsberg, convinced of the resister’s worthiness, realised 

that he too could contribute to the same cause by releasing the Pentagon Papers.  By this release in 

1971, Ellsberg risked his future.  The papers showed that the administration of President Johnson 

had systematically lied to the public and the congress on prospects in the Vietnam war.  This news 

marked the beginning of the end of the Vietnam war.  Then in March 2017, in a skype call with 

Ellsberg, American David Snowden in asylum in Russia said that without Ellsberg’s example he would 

not have exposed the extent to which the US National Security Agency was spying on millions of 

ordinary people. 

 

The message is that the bequeathed impact of activism may not be felt for a generation.  That is 

reason alone to continue in a conscientious cause, embracing hope rather than surrendering to 

despair.  Hope navigates between pessimism and expectation of success.  Both pessimism and 

expectation of success let us stay at home and do nothing.  Hope means that the future is not 

predictable;  our effort might make a difference.  Hope draws energy from the past, knowing history:  

knowing that part of what happens is up to us. 

 

Temporary losing can be part of the process.  Bills to abolish slavery in the British empire failed 

repeatedly, but the ideas behind the bills spread.  Twenty-seven years after the first bill was 

introduced in the British parliament, the latest version of the bill was passed into law.  History shows 

that non-violent action can succeed in the end.  Mahatma Gandhi showed the way with non-violent  

action.  In 1906 in South Africa, he was protesting against discrimination.  Immediately afterwards he 

was influenced by witnessing British women imprisoned when battling for the right to vote.  Gandhi 

went on to lead the way to independence for India.  Australians applied this knowledge in the period 

1965-70 to conscription for service in Vietnam, and in 2003 to the prospect of war in Iraq. 
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