
Senate Candidate/s Proposal 
 
It is my belief that ending the Australian Government's appalling treatment of asylum seekers and refugees will 
only come about as a result of strong political action. 
 
My proposal is to stand at least one candidate for the Senate in, say, Victoria, or ideally one in a number of States. 
 
I'm thinking that they could stand with a party name such as 'The Refugee Justice Party'. 
 
My thought is that the party should be, deliberately, a single issue party; the issue of the treatment of asylum 
seekers and refugees is such a significant moral issue that it warrants this single issue advocacy in our national 
parliament. 
 
My feeling is that the total asylum seeker and refugee advocacy movement could easily manage to find good 
candidates, fund such a scheme and run an effective campaign. 
 
I know that the Australian Greens have good policies on asylum seekers and refugees and have campaigned 
strongly on the issue, but for various reasons many long term Labor or Liberal voters who support our cause 
wouldn't give their first preferences to the Greens, these and people with no party allegiance could well be 
attracted to giving first preferences to candidates of the party I propose. 
 
The best result we could hope for is a block of "RJP" Senators, surely that would shift things! Even one successful 
candidate, given how finely balanced the Senate has been in recent parliaments, might be enough to bring about 
desired change. 
 
Even without electoral success though the publicity we could generate in such a campaign could help our cause 
enormously.  
 
When I started to look into the idea of standing candidates for the Senate my attention was drawn to a campaign 
started by Adam Richards in South Australia to field candidates in all Australian States with the same aim as what 
I propose under the name "Aussie Heart" his website is: 
 
aussieheart.iopol.com/our-campaign/ 
 
I have spoken to Adam, my only concern about his idea is that I think the name chosen should make it abundantly 
clear what the party stands for. 
 
Such a campaign I think would need to advise voters that by exercising the option to fill in preference above or 
below the line they would ensure that in the case that the "RJP" candidate didn't get up their vote would not be 
wasted. 
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