
The following public statements have been made by the men of Manus Island.  You 
may wish to read them at your vigils:     
 
Sadly this morning [Tuesday] a Rohingya refugee died in Manus. Police are investigating the 
matter now and what exactly happened to him. This man was around 40 years old and was 
suffering from Epilepsy for a long time. Two years ago immigration sent him to Australia to 
receive medical treatment but after a while they exiled him back to Manus again without any 
proper medication provided. All of the refugees knew him and were aware of his illness. He 
often used to collapse and fall on the ground but the immigration officers always ignored and 
never cared about him. 
 
The refugees on Manus are deeply saddened and horrified by the news of another friend’s 
death. All of us knew him closely and we were aware of his illness the whole time. He clearly 
needed urgent medical treatment. But the Australian immigration again chose to ignore his 
condition. His death is the seventh one on Manus since 2014. 
 
Peter Dutton is responsible for his death. It was Australia that exiled him by force to Manus. 
It was Australia that put him in a prison for years and completely ignored his illness. It’s time 
for an independent investigation on all the deaths on Manus, Nauru and Christmas Island. 
This needs to stop, urgently.  (Behrouz Boochani) 
 
 
The police have confirmed that the death of the Rohingya refugee was caused by suicide. 
They tortured him by ignoring his severe illness and after five years of suffering, he choose 
to kill himself today. I am lost for words...shame on all those who have abandoned 
humanity.#Manus (Behrouz Boochani) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Alas, another tragedy out of July 19 policy..  
Today in the morning, our friend Salim lost his life because of his longstanding mental health 
issues. He died as none gave attention to his (PIH) deteriorating health conditions. He could 
be treated successfully in Australia but unfortunately they turned a blind eye to him. He 
begged them again and again to have a little mercy on him but in vain. As he was a 
simpleton to seek medical attention from tyrants of the day in Manus. We inmates are 
extremely sad worried at the loss of another life. May Allah, almighty, rest his soul in haven 
and give patience to his bereaved family. Ameen.  
(Naeem Bangash) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Today, another precious life on Manus Island, has been taken. 
 
Nothing will console us knowing that our friend has gone because of the Australian 
government's continuing cruelty and neglect. He would never have died, if he had been 
given the treatment and the care he needed. 
 
I recall telling the security guards on hundreds of occasions that he would die here if he did 
not receive the proper treatment for his epilepsy. He had been through hell for five years and 
all we could do was watch him suffer and call the security guards to take him to the hospital 
in the hope he would receive effective treatment. 
 
I wonder if the authorities are feeling triumphant tonight, knowing there is one less innocent 
to be concerned about, although as they have not shown any compassion in all these years, 
I doubt they will even acknowledge his death. 
 
I express my condolences and those of my brothers on Manus Island, to his wife, children 
and everyone in his family, may they receive Allah's blessing. 
 
May he rest in peace in Allah's presence.    (MD Imran) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 



 
There's blood on your hands, one more died, an epilepsy patient suffered for ages and 
yesterday he went with me where myself and him were returned back to the camp and Dr 
deliberately didn't meet with us. Curse upon this systematic torture.  
R.I.P Saleem   (Ghulam Mustafa, 22/5/18) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For 3 years we wrote many requests to IHMS and DIBP to help an elderly refugee with 
epilepsy, but they ignored him. No surprise. He is dead today, and this is not the first person 
that #Australian government killed.   (Amir Taghinia) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Blood on the hands of Canberra.  And IHMS for not putting pressure to send him back to 
Australia. If this man in Australian soil no doubt this man would be happy and alive No doubt. 
Shame on you Australian government five years 7 death. How many more do you want to 
kill. #Manus (Abdul Aziz) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In contrast, the Department of Home Affairs issued a statement:   
 
“The Department is aware of the death on Manus Island.  Further enquiries should be 
referred to PNG authorities.”  

 


